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CONTACT US 

SUNY Cobleskill 

UUP Chapter Office 

125 Schenectady Avenue 

Old Gym 001 

Cobleskill, NY 12043 

(518) 255-5250 

Cobleskill@uupmail.org 

Visit us on the web at www.uuphost.org/cobleskill/ 

 

UUP Pre-retirement 
Seminar 
by Bill Tusang, UUP Chapter 
President 
 
Dear Members, 
 
If you are considering retiring in 
the next few years you should 
attend the UUP Pre-retirement 
seminar.  This session was well 
attended in June and is in re-
sponse to a request for those 
that may have missed it.  It is 
scheduled for Friday 7/24/20 
from 12:30-2:00 PM via the Mi-
crosoft Teams Meeting Link Be-
low.  It is being hosted in con-
junction with and by the Empire 
State College UUP Chapter. 

 
Here is the link: 
 
Join Microsoft Teams Meeting 

 

An important note is that past 
retirees from Cobleskill  recom-
mend that if you are within 5 
years of retiring you should 
attend this session to learn some 
of the vast important content 
and considerations.  Numerous 
retirees have said they found it 
helpful to attend this presenta-
tion more than once as they ap-
proached retirement.  
 
 

 
 

(continued on page 2) 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MjNiMmU0MDYtNDUxYS00ZTJiLTkxOTctNzhiMmQ3OGE4OGVk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2250091132-5464-4f69-98c6-d089ea5e875c%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%224b98f64c-4f7b-4ee5-970e-ada8dbb51969%22%7d
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UUP Pre-Retirement Seminar 
(continued from page one) 
 
 
Topics include: 
• State Retirement System 

• Retiree Health Care Plan 
• Medicare coverage 

• UUP Retiree Membership 
• Dental and Vision in coverage options for Retirees and more... 
 
Please RSVP to Wtusang@uupmail.org if you plan to attend. 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
Bill Tusang 
UUP Cobleskill 

 

   UUP News Corner from the desk of  

   Dr. Frederick E. Kowal, President 

Safe SUNY Reopening Campaign Ac-

tions 
Dear Colleagues,  
  
Today, July 27th, I testified about the importance 
of the health and safety of our students, our 
members and our communities. Over the last few 
weeks, SUNY’s campuses have individually re-
leased their reopening plans. UUP does not op-
pose reopening our campuses. On the contrary, 

UUP published a set of reopening principles June 
2, with the hopes that the recommendations 
would be included in SUNY’s plans. Unfortunate-
ly, UUP has not been included to the extent nec-
essary, such that our concerns were heeded.  
 
Nonetheless, our members have been working 
constructively at their individual campuses and 
collectively through our statewide efforts to wel-
come back students safely and responsibly in just 
a few weeks.  (continued on page 4) 

https://uupinfo.org/resources/covid19/pdf/UUPReopeningPrinciples.pdf
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Help support  

NYSUT-endorsed 

candidates and 

campaign  

committees that 

are pro-public  

education and 

pro-labor. 

 

Click onto the link 

below for more  

information: 

 

https://

uupinfo.org/

votecope/ 

 

Or you may  

contact: 
 

Dr. Salvador Rivera 

Vote-Cope  

Coordinator 

(518) 255-6238 

Sign UUP’s Peti-

tion Calling for 

SUNY to Con-

vene a Virtual 

Public Hearing 
 

Colleagues,  

 

As UUP continues to 

push for a reopening 

of campuses that is as 

safe as possible for all 

in our campus commu-

nities, it has become 

clear that SUNY needs 

to hear from all of us. 

Our voices and con-

cerns must be heard 

by the leaders of the 

system, and we must 

be partners to ensure 

that SUNY opens with 

the best practices for 

health and safety pro-

tections.  

 

To express our con-

cerns, UUP has devel-

oped a petition calling 

on SUNY to convene a 

virtual public hearing 

as soon as possible in 

July 2020 to discuss 

the need for clear, 

consistent, compre-

hensive guidance for 

reopening SUNY cam-

puses.  

 

Please add your name 

to the petition and join 

us in calling upon 

SUNY to provide the 

leadership needed to 

ensure that no campus 

communities will be at 

greater risk than oth-

ers due to the lack of 

consistent, system-

wide standards for re-

opening. We will keep 

this petition active un-

til July 15 and then 

deliver it to SUNY.  

 

Thank you for standing 

with your colleagues 

and adding your name 

to this important call 

to action.  

 

In solidarity,   

Fred 

https://uupinfo.org/votecope/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdOBbSQg9cpSE2NSK9f70iHybUu1gYV7ojQbbJrXeEu3w8_7g/viewform
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Safe SUNY Reopening Campaign Ac-

tions 

(continued from page 2) 

 

Unfortunately, SUNY’s plans do not go far 
enough to protect the health of our campus 
communities. They have abandoned the con-
sistent messaging of Gov. Cuomo and Dr. Zucker 
that we have heard for five months. To safely reo-
pen campuses, to insure that our communities do 
not become new hotspots in the pandemic, we 
need four basic systems in place: baseline and 
surveillance testing, contact tracing, mask-
wearing and social distancing, and telecom-
muting.  
  
We have made our position clear, if they cannot 
find the resources to allow for a safe SUNY reo-
pening – they cannot compromise our health and 
safety instead. The level of risk that the state is 
willing to take should not be determined by the 
cost of providing the protections necessary. As I 
testified today, well-endowed private universities 
are taking all these steps to protect 
their students, faculty and staff. Why are we 
treated as second-class educators and students? 
We deserve the same levels of protection as 
those at the wealthiest institutions of higher edu-
cation! The resources must be found, must be 
committed to our collective safety, and then we 
can continue to provide the world-class education 
we have always provided.  
  
Join with me and your colleagues from across the 
state as we build power and fight for what is 
right. The time is now to take action, and here is 
how:  

1.       Send a letter demanding a safe reo-
pening of SUNY! Send an email to 
your state legislators to share the 
need for a safe reopening of SUNY.  

a.    Send a letter to Governor Cuo-
mo here.  

b.   Send a letter to your state leg-
islators here. 

2.   Write a letter to the editor. Sample 
       letters can be found here and here. 
3.   Join us in the social media call for a 

safe reopening of SUNY. Use our so-
cial media toolkit, which includes 
graphics and sample posts as starting 
points to invite your social media net-
work to join our fight. 

4.   Join your colleagues, students, com-
munity groups, and legislators, Aug. 5 
at 12PM, on a Virtual Rally for a Safe 
SUNY Reopening. We are fighting to 
protect our communities. To learn 
more about how you can be part of 
this interactive event visit the cam-
paign page here.  

  
These actions will be followed by region- 
al and chapter rallies over the next few 
weeks. Stay in touch with your UUP chap- 
ter leadership to help plan and take part 
in any local actions. Your voice makes the 
difference.  

  
              In solidarity, 
              Fred 
 

  
 

https://actionnetwork.org/letters/governor-ensure-suny-campuses-are-safe-when-classes-resume-in-the-fall
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/ensure-suny-campuses-are-safe-when-classes-resume-in-the-fall
http://uupinfo.org/resources/reopen/pdf/SampleLetterToEditor2.pdf
http://uupinfo.org/resources/reopen/pdf/SampleLetterToEditor1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12PKxsFM17T3kVgFlh3Crz_DOnh4VPBjX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12PKxsFM17T3kVgFlh3Crz_DOnh4VPBjX/view?usp=sharing
http://uupinfo.org/resources/reopen/
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Mint & mango iced green tea (courtesy of bbcgood-

food.com)  

Ingredients 

• 1 mango, peeled, stoned and chopped 

• 100g granulated sugar 

• 4 tsp green tea leaves 

• small bunch fresh mint 

• 1 lime, sliced 

• Ice 
Put half the mango in a saucepan with the sugar and 100ml water. Cook for 8-10 mins then strain 
through a sieve and leave the liquid to cool. 

Meanwhile, pour 500ml boiling water into a large heatproof jug and add the green tea leaves. Leave 
to steep for 5 mins, then strain into a large glass jug and add 300ml cold water. Leave to cool com-
pletely then put into the fridge to chill. 

Once cold, add the strained mango syrup to the chilled tea, along with the rest of the chopped man-
go, fresh mint and the lime slices. Fill up the jug with ice, stir gently and serve. 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/five-best-saucepans
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UUP Executive Board Members 

Bill Tusang, President 

(518) 255-5205 

Christina Trees, VP Academics 

(518) 255-5119 

Wendi Richards, VP Professionals 

(518) 255-5870 

Candy Hofmann, Secretary 

(518) 255-5015 

Emma Paden, Treasurer 

Kevin Moore, Officer for Contingents & Part Time Members 

(518) 255-5767 

Thomas Hickey, Grievance Chair 

(518) 255-5106 

Mitch Tomaszkiewicz, Membership Chair 

(518) 255-6244 

TBA, Affirmative Action Officer 

Salvador Rivera, Vote-Cope Coordinator 

(518) 255-6238 

Cliff DaVis, Officer for Retirees 

Joseph McCarthy, Professional Delegate 

Maureen Seidel, Labor Relations Specialist 

mseidel@uupmail.org 

Bulletin Newsletter Editor, Patricia Lepore Moody 

Chapter Assistant, Patricia Lepore Moody 

 

UUP Chapter Office 

001 Old Gym 

Monday & Tuesday 

 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Thursday 

8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 


