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CONTACT US 

SUNY Cobleskill 

UUP Chapter Office 

125 Schenectady Avenue 

Old Gym 001 

Cobleskill, NY 12043 

(518) 255-5250 

Cobleskill@uupmail.org 

Visit us on the web at www.uuphost.org/cobleskill/ 

 

New Year’s 

Greetings 
 

Dear Colleagues: 
 
While another year has passed 
with a federal climate that in-
creasingly embraces hostility to-
wards unions, public higher edu-
cation, and the social values of 
inclusion and individual liberties 
we embrace, many of us also 
endured personal challenges as 
2019 brought tragedy and 
loss.  But we enter into a new 
decade with a fresh start and a 
chance to work together to build 
on the democratic values we 
hold dear. 
 

Over the holiday break, we con-
tinued our efforts on every front: 
SUNY, the Governor, the NYS 
Legislature and the Presi-
dent.  Two days after Christmas, 
we issued a statement about 
President Trump’s misstate-
ments concerning a November 
Binghamton University student 
protest: https://uupinfo.org/
communications/
releases/191227.php   
 
We continue to push ahead and I 
am proud to show our friends 
and foes alike the real strength 
of our union.  That strength lies 
in our members - from chapter 
leaders to delegates to the rank 
and file membership.   
 

(continued on page 2) 

https://uupinfo.org/awards/ 

https://uupinfo.org/communications/releases/191227.php
https://uupinfo.org/communications/releases/191227.php
https://uupinfo.org/communications/releases/191227.php
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Ex Board Meetings 
 

Thursdays 
12:30 pm—2:00 pm 

OG 002 Conference Rm 
 

Spring 2020 Dates 
 

February 6 & 20 
March 5 
April 23 

 
 

New Year’s Greetings 
(continued from page 1) 

 

I can say with certainty that our 
strength comes from you and 
that it grows daily.  Your com-
mitment to advocacy is what 
allows us to continue to push 
SUNY, the Governor and the NYS 
Legislature to do the right thing.  
 
Today I sat down with Dan Cum-
mings, anchor and reporter from 
NewsChannel 9 in Syracuse, to 
talk about UUP’s bold and wide-
ranging proposal for SUNY.   I 
shared with him how we can 
keep SUNY accessible through 
attainable goals and promote 
the health of all New Yorkers.  I 
truly believe we can position 
SUNY to lead the state’s transi-
tion to a sustainable future. If 
you live in the Syracuse area, 

you can see the interview at 
6:30 AM on Saturday and at 5:30 
PM on Sunday.  Starting tomor-
row morning, you’ll also be able 
to view it on www.localsyr.com 
 
I face the new year with re-
newed energy, determination 
and hope. Though we will face 
struggles, our union is strong 
and getting stronger – thanks to 
the efforts of so many of you. 
With the past year’s challenges 
behind me, I look forward to 
fighting along side of you on be-
half of our students, our patients 
and our University.   
 
In Solidarity,  
Fred  

Chinese Lunar New Year 

January 25, 2020 

http://www.localsyr.com/
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Help support  

NYSUT-endorsed 

candidates and 

campaign  

committees that 

are pro-public  

education and 

pro-labor. 

 

Click onto the link 

below for more  

information: 

 

https://

uupinfo.org/

votecope/ 

 

Or you may  

contact: 
 

Dr. Salvador Rivera 

Vote-Cope  

Coordinator 

(518) 255-6238 

 

UUP Updated  Membership  
Applications 

 

https://uupinfo.org/join/apps.php 

 

 https://laborunionreport.com/  

A piece from “The Invisible Enemy Should Not Exist,”  

by Michael Rakowitz.  Michael Rakowitz and Jane Lombard Gallery  

Through Feb. 22nd, 518 West 19th Street, Manhattan; 212-967-

040, janelombardgallery.com.  

https://laborunionreport.com/
https://uupinfo.org/votecope/
http://www.janelombardgallery.com/
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AFT has created a donation page to provide relief aid for the citi-
zens of Puerto Rico victimized by these natural disasters: https://
www.aft.org/puerto-rico-earthquake-relief 
  
There is also a dire need for infant formula due to contaminated 

water sources and lack of refrigeration. So there is a separate link for donations to provide safe infant 
formula for Puerto Rico: https://www.mattoslactation.com/blog/natural-disaster-infantfeeding-pr  

(Courtesy of Richard Veenstra, Ph.D., UUP Upstate Medical Chapter President)   

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.aft.org_puerto-2Drico-2Dearthquake-2Drelief&d=DwMFaQ&c=ogn2iPkgF7TkVSicOVBfKg&r=p7fUbck6FnCxupajg8H81TAWQusGuA9nP4DyBGwuHFk&m=Vjq-NI_wTWgK8_Jwqjbv7QHScFQ4Q2ZbP1QQCH90zsU&s=RyBCbPWNdTSmJs0SoPlFJJcWySJNQi
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.aft.org_puerto-2Drico-2Dearthquake-2Drelief&d=DwMFaQ&c=ogn2iPkgF7TkVSicOVBfKg&r=p7fUbck6FnCxupajg8H81TAWQusGuA9nP4DyBGwuHFk&m=Vjq-NI_wTWgK8_Jwqjbv7QHScFQ4Q2ZbP1QQCH90zsU&s=RyBCbPWNdTSmJs0SoPlFJJcWySJNQi
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.mattoslactation.com_blog_natural-2Ddisaster-2Dinfantfeeding-2Dpr&d=DwMFaQ&c=ogn2iPkgF7TkVSicOVBfKg&r=p7fUbck6FnCxupajg8H81TAWQusGuA9nP4DyBGwuHFk&m=Vjq-NI_wTWgK8_Jwqjbv7QHScFQ4Q2ZbP1QQCH90zsU&s=-iK2XKK25
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Good News from the Federal 
Courts  

 
Dear Colleagues,  
  
Great news! I am pleased to inform you that the 
federal district court has issued a decision dis-
missing the case in Seidemann, et al. v. Profes-
sional Staff Congress, et al. in its entirety.   
  
This case was a post-Janus class-action lawsuit 
against UUP, PSC, NYSUT, AFT and other un-
ions.  The plaintiffs were agency fee payers whose 
agency fee withholding stopped immediately fol-
lowing the Supreme Court’s decision in Janus.   In 
this suit, the plaintiffs brought a variety of claims 
against the unions, chief among them a claim 
seeking repayment of all agency fees paid by the 
plaintiffs and other class members prior to the 
Janus decision.   The district court dismissed the 
case in its entirely.  In doing so it held that UUP 
and the other unions could not be required to 
repay agency fees collected prior to the decision 
in Janus as the unions were entitled to rely in 
good faith on Supreme Court decisions prior to 
Janus which found agency fees constitutional.   

 

We are fully anticipating that the plaintiffs will 
appeal the district court’s decision in our 
case.  However, the court’s decision was con-
sistent with a growing number of similar federal 
court decisions across the country, including a 
number of federal appeals court decisions, affirm-
ing the “good faith” defense against agency fee 
repayment claims.   
  
For those of you who are interested in reading it, 
the decision and link is listed below.    
 
https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/district-
courts/new-york/
nysdce/1:2018cv09778/503326/98/ 
  
At a time when I am sure all of us are eager for 
good news, it’s nice to get a little bit at the start 
of the year.    
  
In Solidarity,  
Fred 
 

 

 

 UUP News Corner from the desk of  

 Dr. Frederick E. Kowal, President 
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Mulled Wine  

 
Ingredients: 
 
4 cups apple cider 
1 (750-ml) bottle red wine, such as Cabernet Sauvignon 
1/4 cup honey 
2 cinnamon sticks 
1 orange, zested and juiced 
4 whole cloves 
3 star anise 
4 oranges, peeled, for garnish 
 
Directions: 
 
Combine the cider, wine, honey, cinnamon sticks, zest, juice, cloves and star anise in a large sauce-
pan, bring to a boil and simmer over low heat for 10 minutes. Pour into mugs, add an orange peel to 
each and serve.  
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UUP Executive Board Members 

Bill Tusang, President 

(518) 255-5205 

Christina Trees, VP Academics 

(518) 255-5119 

Wendi Richards, VP Professionals 

(518) 255-5870 

Candy Hofmann, Secretary 

(518) 255-5015 

Emma Paden, Treasurer 

Kevin Moore, Officer for Contingents & Part Time Members 

(518) 255-5767 

Thomas Hickey, Grievance Chair 

(518) 255-5106 

Mitch Tomaszkiewicz, Membership Chair 

(518) 255-6244 

TBA, Affirmative Action Officer 

Salvador Rivera, Vote-Cope Coordinator 

(518) 255-6238 

Cliff DaVis, Officer for Retirees 

Joseph McCarthy, Professional Delegate 

Maureen Seidel, Labor Relations Specialist 

mseidel@uupmail.org 

Bulletin Newsletter Editor, Patricia Lepore Moody 

Chapter Assistant, Patricia Lepore Moody 

 

UUP Chapter Office 

001 Old Gym 

Monday & Tuesday 

 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Thursday 

8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 


