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Military vets in SUNY falling through the cracks

To the Editor:

What happens to our fcliow union sisters
and brothers who are members of the
Reserves and National Guard when they are
deployed on military orders?

That question has been the subject of
discussion by the UUP Veterans Afairs
Committee during two recent Delegate
Assemblies. Specifically, comrnittee members
are concerned with how UUP members are
treated on the job prior to and when
returning from military obligations.

Some of the issucs that have been
reported include:

« Members on tenure or permanent
appointment tracks are having problems
when they return to work, Le., the queston of
the “tenure clock” stopping when the
member deploys and when the dock resumes.

» There are problems with how supervisors,
directors or Human Resources personnel
mterpret the UUP contract, i.c., the amount
of days a member is cligible for military leave,

* Policies and procedures related to
returning to work are different from campus
to campus and are not consistently followed.

* Deployed members are ofien passed over
for DSL, promotions and salary increascs,

» Medical henefits for the member and
family arc sometimes jeopardized duc
to deployment.

Although not directly a work issue, some
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members enrolled in SUNY courses
experience problems when deployed while
taking the course. Deployment can affect
their GPA, financial educational services,
and other areas.

We nced to work with SUNY to minimize
and solve these issues.

The committee needs to know what else
may be falling through the cracks due to
deployment, or if UUP members have
experienced negative consequences related
to military service. We also want to hear
about the positive experiences you've had
that may make it easier for other UUP
members as they deploy.

If you have deployed already or will in
the future, contact committee co-chalrs
Gina Doty at gdoty@uupmail.org or
Bill Borgstede at adkbiil46er@gmail.com.

we- Gina Doty, Co-chair
UUP Veterans Affairs Committee

(Editor’s note: wiow.dol.gov/ elaws/ userra.him
is a useful website for UUPers and their
supervisors to better understand the rights of
military personnel when deployed. The site also
outlines the Uniformed Services Employment
and Reemployment Rights Act [USERRA]
that deals with employee eligibility and job
entitlements, employer obligations, and other
benegfits and provisions. )
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university and union issues, politics and
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All letters are subject to editing for length,
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UUP Director of Communications Denyce
Duncan Lacy at ddlacy @uupmail.org or
send them o her attention at: The Voice,
UUF, P.O. Box 15143, Albany, NY 12212.
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