UUP Veteran Affairs Committee Meeting Notes
Sept 23 2011 
Albany DA from 1330 – 1500 hrs.

Attendance and Absence is (X):
Tommie Babbs		Mike Knee		
Bill Borgstede			Norman Payne
Edward Bush (X)		 (alternate attended Ken Kern)
Bethanne DelGaudio (X)	David Scholl
Gina Doty			Nick Warner
Edward Hanley		Kathy Sotherton
Richard Harding (X)		Willie White
Tom Hogle			Jeffrey Gordon
Bob Kasprak			Clifford Davis
Bill Tusang			Louis Scala
Keith Munz

*Action Items
Items discussed at this meeting were:

1.  Ray Gleason our UUP Executive Board Liaison spoke to at the June 2011 executive board and today:  He spoke about his thoughts after our May DA when the Albany VA department came and spoke about the GI bill.  
--He feels we need to formulate something to all campuses so veterans know what is available at that campus.
--We need to inform our member that some students have special needs. There are federal and NY State laws on special needs.  Student vets should not be ignored.  
--There is legal information we can present to the members and their campuses on the GI bill that is useful to know. 
--Also there is money for veteran events funded under solidarity the committee may want to look into.
	--As a union, we want to build alliances (most UUP members were never in the military).

2.  Veterans Day Parade Wreath:  The NY City Veterans Day parade is quite impressive and each year Bob Kasparak receives money from the UUP Solidarity committee for a wreath with our union name on it to be at this parade in a public location for all to see. A motion was made by Bob K. to request up to $250 from the Solidarity committee and 2nd by Bill Borgstede and all members agreed.  Bob K. will handle the ordering of the wreath.  Bob will send Gina photographs of the event.

3. We need our committee concerns to be heard by others:  We discussed the need for our membership to understand that we have veterans in UUP.  We seldom present resolutions at the DA, which would make our concerns more valid to the membership and actions to occur.  Here are things we discussed:

a. We want our UUP Veteran Affairs web site to have links to the Veterans Administration, Division of Military Affairs and so forth so that members and others can locate information quicker.  Gina will contact the UUP web master about this.

b. There are recent newspaper articles giving praise to local colleges and universities that work closely with their veteran students so they succeed in obtaining their degree.  We are curious why some campuses are not viewed as “friendly” and what is the check list to show that some are friendly?  What constitutes a military friendly campus and what exactly does that mean?  Also does the ADA play a large role in a campus being friendly?  Gina will contact Jackie Berger on the Disability Rights & Concerns committee on ADA

c. We talked about issues that may prevent a veteran going to college from succeeding, such as:  medical problems due to time in the Middle East, family problems, not understanding the academic curriculum process for courses, trouble with academic studies, and much more.  One person at this meeting discussed their personal problems returning to college after being injured recently in the Middle East and having to drop out of school.

d. What campuses have veteran offices and which do not?

e. An article in every The Voice newsletter on some aspect of our committee and veterans issues.  One idea for a title is “The Veterans Venue Corner”.  Have a photo of one of our veteran committee members with an article. We want our membership to make the connection that we are amongst them.  Gina will contact Denyce Duncan-Lacey on this idea.

f. The committee wants to know if there is a policy that states that every SUNY campus must have a veteran’s office for students.  Have Phil Smith contact all UUP chapter Presidents and VP’s and forward this information to this committee.  Bill B. will contact Phil on this.

g. Discussed writing a resolution for the Feb 2012 DA.  Tom Hogle volunteered to help write a resolution by January 2012 and it would be voted on electronically by the committee members.  Basically the resolution would cover the following:  

· Military friendly campus 
· An article in every “The Voice” newsletter on a veteran’s issue
· Contact person at each campus for veterans affairs for students.

4.  Miscellaneous discussions:
a.  Mike Knee told us about a newly established “living and learning center” that has a veteran component at the Univ of Albany.
b. Buffalo is getting a veterans park with a monument.
c. Cobleskill SUNY is working on establishing an office to look into veteran issues on their campus.
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 pm.


Meeting notes taken by Gina Doty
Edits are welcome




