
Colleagues, 
  
With so much happening regarding our work with SUNY and other state leaders on important 
issues, and regarding national actions and announcements, I wanted to provide you with some 
quick updates: 
  
DSI and Compression Distribution: While the dates for distribution are not yet finalized, at this 
time we anticipate that distribution of both the 2020 DSI and salary compression pools will 
occur no later than March 2021, and possibly as early as February. It depends on how quickly 
analysis can be done. We will provide you with updated information on this as soon as we have 
it. Regardless of date of payment, both salary compression adjustments and DSI will be 
retroactive to July or September depending on a member's obligation. But, the money -- added 
to base salaries -- is coming! 
  
UUP/NYS Telecommuting Agreement: The UUP/NYS Telecommuting Agreement is set to expire 
on Jan. 1, 2021. All signs indicate that the agreement will be extended. We will share more 
information as it is available, but we continue to fight for its liberal interpretation.  
  
Federal Aid Package: As you know, Congress passed a new pandemic relief bill. While we 
acknowledge that the bill does not include everything we were hoping for, we are relieved to 
see some key funding included. The funding package includes the Education Stabilization Fund 
which delivers $5.8 billion to New York’s educational institutions, including $1.4 billion for 
higher education. The package also includes $1.6 billion to New York for vaccine, testing, 
tracing, and flexible local health funding. Also included is $1 billion in support for hospitals, 
mental health, community health centers and providers. I am optimistic that this money will be 
used to help out where our members are being taxed severely right now thanks to a surge in 
COVID patients -- most notably at Upstate. UUP released a statement on the federal aid 
package that can be found here. 
  

We are grateful to Senator Schumer for leading the way on behalf of New York and higher 
education. Without his tireless efforts, this relief bill would not have happened. He also worked 
effectively with Senator Gillibrand and a bipartisan congressional delegation in standing up for 
our members’ work at colleges and university centers, as well as the crucial services at SUNY’s 
public hospitals by getting this COVID-19 relief package through a hostile Senate.  
  

However, as our friends in Congress have said, a great deal of work remains to be done. 
Without budget relief for states and local governments, the crises facing New York and every 
other state will grow worse. Therefore, right now, it is more important than ever to press New 
York’s leaders for an investment in SUNY’s institutions through necessary revenue raisers in the 
state budget. More information on how to join us in this work will be released soon.  
  

New Secretary of Education: President-elect Biden is expected to nominate Miguel A. Cardona, 
Connecticut’s education commissioner, to be his Secretary of Education. Prior to serving as 
education commissioner, Cardona was an elementary school teacher, principal, assistant 

https://uupinfo.org/communications/releases/201222.php


superintendent, and adjunct professor at the University of Connecticut in the Department of 
Educational Leadership. UUP will be releasing a statement on Dr. Cardona’s nomination once 
it's official.  
  
Please share this information with your colleagues. Thank you for all those who have taken part 
in our continuing advocacy efforts. The work never ends, but we are succeeding in these 
efforts. Crucial work remains and I hope you will join me as we fight for a New York that 
recognizes our public service with resources provided by those most able to pay. The times 
demand it; justice requires it.  
  

All the best to all of you and yours for the holiday season. Stay well and stay safe.  
  
In solidarity, 
Fred 

 

 

Colleagues, 

Your union, United University Professions, is working for you. 

To keep you in the know, your union is sending UUP media releases to our 
members and supporters. 

Thank you for being a UUP member. Together, we are stronger. 

 

  

CONTACT: Mike Lisi at 518-640-6600 
Lisi’s cell number is 518-944-9528 

mlisi@uupmail.org; @mikelisi 
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Statement by United University Professions President Frederick E. 
Kowal on the approval of a federal COVID-19 relief package 
“We are grateful to Sen. Charles Schumer for his staunch support of SUNY and the crucial 
services provided by UUP members throughout the system, and especially at the three 
public teaching hospitals, in delivering the necessary COVID-19 relief package. We 
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appreciate his tireless tenacity and the work of Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand and a bipartisan 
congressional delegation for making this aid a reality. 
"The Education Stabilization Fund delivers $5.8 billion to New York’s educational 
institutions. Higher education will receive $1.4 billion and a share of $313 million set aside 
for the Governor’s Emergency Education Relief Fund. This funding is an important first 
step in providing higher education in New York with support necessary to weather this 
pandemic. 
“Now, the work falls to the leaders of New York to take up the remaining recovery efforts 
so desperately needed across the state. UUP and our coalition partners will continue to 
press New York leaders for an investment in SUNY’s institutions from revenue-raisers in 
the state budget. 
“Our institutions continue to face massive COVID-19-related revenue losses as they 
struggle to absorb costs associated with keeping our students, our members, and our 
communities safe. Without more funding, this revenue hole will drive cuts, including the 
loss of talented academic and professional staff who provide the quality education and 
support SUNY students deserve. 
“From the first days of the pandemic, our members at SUNY’s academic medical centers 
have placed their own health and safety on the line to provide care to critically ill patients, 
without hazard pay or other additional compensation to recognize these efforts.  
“It is our hope that the $1.6 billion coming to New York state for COVID relief and the 
additional $1 billion for hospitals and health centers will be quickly distributed to our 
SUNY hospitals and other hospital networks. We also hope that some part of this funding 
can be used to provide our members with the hazard compensation these frontline 
workers so rightfully deserve. 
“We appreciate the efforts of Sen. Schumer and our congressional representatives to 
secure this crucial funding for New York. But this remains just a first step. We anxiously 
await actions by President Biden to engage Congress on additional aid packages, and we 
will work diligently with leadership in Albany to take bold action for New York’s future.” 

UUP is the nation's largest higher education union, with more than 42,000 academic 
and professional faculty and retirees. UUP members work at 29 New York state-
operated campuses, including SUNY’s public teaching hospitals and health science 
centers in Brooklyn, Long Island and Syracuse. It is an affiliate of NYSUT, the 
American Federation of Teachers, the National Education Association, and the 
AFL-CIO. 
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