
Dear Colleagues: 
  
The AFL-CIO is organizing a Workers First Caravan for Racial and Economic Justice to take 
place largely on June 17. It is a massive national day of action to confront the three crises 
facing America: a public health pandemic, an economic recession and social upheaval 
caused by institutionalized violence against people of color. By joining this event we will be 
joining thousands of union members and allies taking to the streets to urge Congress to 
pass the HEROES Act, a COVID-19 relief package that would make sure every worker 
retains their health insurance, paycheck and more. 
  
There will be caravans across all 50 states and Puerto Rico will be participating in 
solidarity actions as well. In Washington, D.C., a 1,000 car caravan will make its way 
through the city. The D.C. caravans begin in Arlington VA and Silver Spring, MD.  At both of 
these staging sites a team will be present to assist in placard distribution and provide each 
driver with the route that will be followed to the Capitol. Currently in New York State there 
are caravans in the following cities: Buffalo (June 17), Albany (June 14), and Kingston (June 
20). The NYS caravans require you to bring your own signs. More information on the timing 
and location of all planned caravans can be found here.   
  
The AFL-CIO put together an extensive toolkit for this event, which includes an interactive 
map to find the location of all caravans, sample media advisory, sample letters to the editor, 
sample op-ed/newsletter article, sample emails, social media graphics, video tips, and 
sample placards. Please find the full toolkit here. If your chapter will be participating and 
would like help adjusting any of these documents to fit your chapter, please reach out to 
Mike Lisi at mlisi@uupmail.org. 
  
Please share the invitation to participate in these actions with your membership and work 
with your UUP/AFT organizer to coordinate the gathering and participation of our 
members. Also, I encourage you to reach out to me and share where our members will be 
present. I am proud of the work of our union and I want to make sure that each member 
knows that their decision to stand up, speak up and participate is not only necessary, but 
the only way we will see progress.  Now more than ever, we need to speak as one for all. 
  
In Solidarity, 
Fred 
 

https://sites.google.com/view/workers-first-caravan/toolkit?link_id=3&can_id=2d7dc94330d25c9d3fee56d1ca86e2dc&source=email-subject-423&email_referrer=email_824027&email_subject=we-have-renewed-our-purpose#h.aks522cyfck1
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