
Dear Colleagues, 
 
As the Coronavirus crises continue to worsen, with total cases in the US continuing to rise, along with 
hospitalization rates, and the economy continues to stagnate in the worst recession since the 1930’s, 
UUP is fighting for every member with non-stop advocacy. We were the first union in New York to 
advocate on the federal level for aid to states, public universities and hospitals. Our membership 
generated over 3,000 letters, calls and social media contacts urging our congressional delegation to act. 
The CARES Act, which passed in March, was just the first step. We need the HEROES Act to become law. 
The House of Representatives has passed this aid package, but we need the US Senate to pass this bill 
and for President Trump to sign it immediately! We know that Senators Gillibrand and Schumer stand 
with us on these issues, but it is important to continue to apply pressure to Senators across the country. 
UUP led the way and we have now been joined by nearly every union across New York in this work. You 
can continue taking action by contacting fellow unionists in key states and ask them to contact their 
representatives in Washington to push for this critical legislation by clicking here. In addition, we must 
continue to take action through our national affiliate AFT. It is imperative that you take part in these 
national efforts to add your voice to the broad coalition pressuring the Senate to act for New York and 
our devastated economy! 
  
Also, UUP has been steadfast in our demand that the wealthiest New Yorkers pay their fair share. During 
this crisis, the wealthiest in this state and nation have reaped millions while the rest of the people 
suffer. The economic disparities, and the abandonment of the pursuit of a just society with opportunity 
and a decent standard of living, are worsening the deep fractures in American society. We are all called 
to be a part of our union’s efforts to make change. Our state university, our campuses and public 
hospitals are agents of change, they are rungs on the ladder of upward mobility. New York State must 
invest in them! Please follow this link to our Legislative 
Agenda http://uupinfo.org/legislation/revenue.php and send a letter to our state legislative leaders that 
delivers the message that billionaires and ultra-millionaires have prospered enough and can, and should, 
pay more to support the essential services and opportunities for all in our society. 
  
After over 3 months of this public health crisis, which is now also an economic crisis, it is more evident 
than ever that our union must remain united, in a spirit of true solidarity, for us to succeed and be the 
voice for positive change in our state. I hope you will continue to care for your union family members 
and support one another. I remain proud and grateful to serve as your president and to be a witness to 
the great work we do day in and day out — and that we can do going forward, together! 
  
In Solidarity, 
Fred 
 

https://mac.nysut.org/heroes-act
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/tell-the-senate-dont-forfeit-our-future
http://uupinfo.org/legislation/revenue.php

