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On March 10, 2015, representatives from 

the UUP Chapter at Alfred State College 

attended “Tech Sector Advocacy Day”, 

which took place in Albany at the Legisla-

tive Office Building.  About 80 UUP mem-

bers and students representing five cam-

puses visited the offices of more than 

two dozen lawmakers.  

UUPers from the Alfred, Canton, Co-

bleskill, Delhi and Morrisville chapters 

stressed that the governor’s proposed 

appropriation for the tech sector cam-

puses is down $11 million from what it 

was in 2010. Enrollment at those schools 

has risen by five percent since then. 

UUP President Fred Kowal welcomed 

members and students and told them 

that turnout for the event was fantastic. 

He said their presence was crucial. 

“Understand how important it is that you 

are here. Never underestimate the differ-

ence you can make,” he said.  

Tech sector advocates did more than just 

meet with lawmakers. They also set up 

displays in the concourse of the Empire 

State Plaza to showcase how the tech sec-

tor colleges benefit the public. 

UUP advocacy efforts continue through-

out the legislative session, including joint 

advocacy with NYSUT, other special days 

such as EOP/EOC Advocacy Day, and in-

district advocacy in which UUP members 

call on the local offices of legislators. 
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Alfred State Vice-President for Professionals Bill Schultze (left) makes a point to New 

York State Assemblyman Bill Nojay in his Albany office on Tech Sector Advocacy Day, 

as UUP Membership Development Officer Artie Shertzer (right) looks on. 
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Chapter Elections Results 

Results of the election of chapter officers were made 

available on March 23. The Official 2015 Election Re-

port for the Alfred Chapter appears on this page.  

Joseph Petrick was elected Chapter President,Vice-

President for Academics, and Officer for Contingents. 

Bill Schultze was reelected Vice-President for Profes-

sionals; Linda Panter was reelected Membership De-

velopment Officer; Dilan Gilluly was elected Secretary.   

Linda Panter and Earl Packard were elected Academic 

Delegates.   Ray Gleason, Bill Schultze, and Tricia Her-

ritt were elected Professional Delegates. 

The positions of Treasurer and Wellsville Campus Vice-

President could not be determined from the votes cast, 

and run-off elections will be conducted by the UUP 

Elections and Credentials Committee. If nominees 

agree to run, ballots will be mailed to members on June 

19, 2015, and must be returned by July 15, 2015.  

The term of office for those elected will be two years 

beginning June 1, 2015, per the UUP Constitution. 

PAGE 2 ALFRED UUP NEWS  VOLUME 2,  I SSUE 4  



By Mike Lisi, UUP Communications 

Director  

UUP President Fred Kowal had 

strong words for Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo’s 2015 “Opportunity Agenda,” 

calling it a “cleverly designed, slick 

package of giveaways and takeaways 

that will bring about the slow de-

struction of the public good.”  

In a powerful Jan. 25 speech to dele-

gates at the 2015 Winter Delegate 

Assembly in Albany, Kowal said that 

the governor’s proposal was little 

more than an “exploitation agenda” 

that favors big business over low-

income, high-needs and working-class 

New Yorkers.  

He tore at the governor’s plans for a 

performance- based assessment sys-

tem for SUNY campuses and Fred 

Kowal at the Delegate Assembly in 

Albany assailed Cuomo’s plans to cut 

funding to the state’s public hospitals 

and allow private companies to own 

and operate five of the facilities.  

“Though he calls his program the Op-

portunity Agenda, 

it is an opportunity 

only for profiteers, 

for corporations 

looking for a ready 

supply of trained 

labor, and for those 

who would disman-

tle the great tradi-

tion of an education 

… for all who seek 

it in our great 

state,” said Kowal.  

“So to those in this 

city and this state 

who see the gover-

nor’s Opportunity 

Agenda as the way 

forward, I have 

news for you: There 

is a gathering 

movement of New 

Yorkers who reject 

the cynicism and 

manipulation of the truth, and who 

embrace hope and a better future for 

all,” he continued. “And we in UUP are 

in the vanguard of that movement.”  

Kowal, who won a standing ovation 

from the more than 200 delegates at 

the DA, said the fight for accessible, 

affordable, quality public education for 

all is a civil rights issue that UUP must 

stand and fight for. Cuomo’s Executive 

Budget pushes that objective aside in 

favor of proposals that set the universi-

ty up as a glorified trade school poised 

to provide a ready supply of trained 

labor for corporations.  

“At worst, it is a grand deception, with 

the poorest and weakest as its first vic-

tims,” Kowal said. “The governor prom-

ises opportunity for the poorest, but 

offers a budget allocation system that 

will reward SUNY campuses who ad-

mit only those students who are the 

most likely to succeed and then be em-

ployed at high salaries.”  

Kowal said that Cuomo’s student debt 

plan—which would forgive two years of 

student loans for graduates starting in 

2015 if they live in New York and 

make $50,000 or less—won’t make 

a dent in the state’s student debt 

crisis. It provides no relief to mil-

lions of New Yorkers carrying stu-

dent debt and could force students 

into lower-paying jobs to qualify.  

UUP’s proposed “SUNY Student 

Loan Refinancing Program” is a 

long-term solution to the debt cri-

sis. It would be open to all SUNY 

graduates with state or federal stu-

dent loans incurred as of Jan. 1, 

2008. They must earn an associate 

or bachelor’s degree from a state-

operated SUNY school and wait a 

year after graduating to take part 

in the program.  

“Don’t try to tell the people of New 

York that you care about the work-

ing class and the poor when you 

offer a student debt solution that 

will result in no relief—absolutely 

no relief—to the 2 million New 

Yorkers carrying over $73 billion in 

debt,” Kowal said.  

Kowal Criticizes Governor’s So-Called ‘Opportunity Agenda’  
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UUP members didn’t walk out on Na-

tional Adjunct Walkout Day. 

Instead, UUPers at campuses across the 

state held workshops and informational 

events to highlight the many issues ad-

juncts face.  

Albany, Canton, Fredonia, Morrisville, 

Oneonta, Oswego and Plattsburgh are 

some of the chapters where members 

participated in events to inform and edu-

cate members and students about the 

overreliance and overuse of adjuncts. 

At UAlbany for example, the Albany 

Chapter’s Contingent Concerns Commit-

tee hosted “Challenging Contingency,” a 

lunchtime presentation and panel dis-

cussion.  

“I want to make certain that we make 

every effort to improve the lives of con-

tingents on campus, but that we do so in 

a way that does not put any of us, espe-

cially contingents who are most vulnera-

ble, at risk of violating the law,” said 

Albany Chapter President Bret Benja-

min. 

“We support our adjunct faculty and we 

applaud chapters who chose to take part 

in the national action for adjuncts with-

out engaging in an organized walkout,” 

said UUP President Fred Kowal. 

National Adjunct Walkout Day was Feb. 

25; through social media, adjuncts across 

the country were urged to walk out of 

class at the same time to protest low 

wages and poor working conditions ad-

juncts deal with. Most didn’t; instead 

they staged teach-ins, rallies and other 

events. 

In January, Kowal urged members to 

not participate in the walkout. Doing so 

would constitute an illegal strike under 

the Taylor Law; members who walked 

out while on the job risked being disci-

plined and fired.  

Members heard Kowal’s message and 

chose other ways to take a stand.  

At New Paltz, the chapter honored more 

than 300 contingent faculty members 

during its National Adjunct Action 

Week, which started Feb. 23 and ran 

through Friday, Feb. 27, said Chap-

ter President Peter D. G. Brown, 

above. The chapter set up a display 

listing about 700 courses that are 

taught by 57 full-time lecturers and 

248 adjunct lecturers and instruc-

tors. 

“Students are adversely affected 

when their teachers lack basic sup-

port in the form of a living wage or 

offices to meet and mentor their stu-

dents," Brown said. "Education suf-

fers in the absence of any meaningful 

academic freedom due to our contin-

gent faculty’s precarious employ-

ment.” 

At Fredonia, the chapter hosted a 

week-long series of events and ac-

tivities as part of its National Ad-

junct Action/Awareness Week. The 

chapter asked faculty, professionals, 

students, staff and administrators 

to participate in daily events such 

as taking a selfie while holding a 

hand-made sign with a statement 

supporting adjuncts.  

The Canton Chapter had an infor-

mational table with information 

about adjuncts’ issues; chapter 

members handed out fliers and in-

formation to faculty, students and 

staff, said Sabel Bong, a chapter 

delegate.  

Chapters Put Focus on Adjuncts 
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UUP’s Legislative Agenda 


